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months. She shared Mary's room during this
time, but her memory, in old age, afforded few
details of their everyday intercourse. Indeed,
although they spent so much time together, these
two were never very intimate. Isabella Baxter,
afterwards Mrs. Booth, was Mary's especial friend
and chief correspondent, and it is much to be
regretted that none of their girlish letters have
been preserved.

The four girls had plenty of liberty, and, what
with reading and talk, with constantly varied
society enjoyed in the intimate unconstrained way
of those who cannot afford the appareil of con-
vention, with tolerably frequent visits at friends'
houses and not seldom to the theatre, when
Godwin, as often happened, got a box sent him,
they had plenty of amusement too. Godwin's
diary keeps a wonderfully minute skeleton ac
count of all their doings. Christy enjoyed it all
as only a novice can* do. All her recollections of
the family life were agreeable; if anything had
left an unpleasing impression it had faded away
in 1883, when the present writer saw her. For
Godwin she entertained a warm respect and
affection. They did not see very much of him,
but Christy was a favourite of his, and he would
sometimes take a quiet pleasure, not unmixed
with amusement, in listening to their girlish talks
and arguments. One such discussion she dis-